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Drawing Closer: Keep Moving Forward 
with Rev. Rob Rice, Pastor 

 
Normally, during the months of January and 
February, we find ourselves in the dead of winter 
with bitterly cold temperatures and snow on the 
ground. This year, the weather has been far more 
moderate, and we haven’t had to worry too much 
about the weather throwing a wrench in our plans. 
Much like the weather, as long as I’ve been a pastor, 
the months of January and February have often 
proved to be somewhat dismal months, where we 
hit the proverbial slump after Christmas. There 
usually isn’t much activity and attendance seems to 
drop off significantly for the first few months of the 
year. However, in 2023, much like the weather has 
been better, so have things in our church. While we 
have taken a break from a few things, we’ve engaged 
in other ministries and activities, which have 
allowed us to grow closer to one another and closer 
to God. We haven’t hit a slump in attendance this 
year, in fact, the church continues to grow and 
flourish, with new faces in worship and many people 
becoming more committed to being in worship 
more often. 

 
 
 

…continued on page 2 
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As we begin the month of March, which normally signals the beginning of things coming 
back to life, it’s important for us as a people to keep in step with what God is doing. Now 
isn’t the time to pull back or relax, but to continue our commitment to living for Christ 
and doing the work of the Kingdom. In this newsletter, you’ll read about some ministries 
that are coming back as we begin the month of March, including the resumption of our 
Men’s Group and the Women’s Soup Supper and Silent Auction. These are just a few of 
the things that will happen in March, and much like the first signs of spring that will begin 
to appear all around us this month, they are merely a few things that will begin another 
active spring season of ministry here at Muncy Baptist.  
 
Of course, I can’t talk about the active season of ministry without encouraging you to get 
involved in a meaningful way with what is happening at our church. There are countless 
ways for you to be part of what is happening at Muncy Baptist Church, like being part of 
our Bible Reading group, attending our Men’s group, or Ladies’ Bible Study (which will 
resume later this year), or serving with us in worship or on our hospitality committee. If 
you’d like to be more involved in any one of these things and have questions but are not 
sure who exactly to talk to, I’d be glad to sit down with you and help you plug in. If you’ve 
got new ideas or a ministry that God has laid on your heart, I’d love to hear from you, as 
well.  
 
I can’t wait to see how God will continue to move and grow our church as we begin this 
next season of ministry together, and I hope you will join me in praying that God will 
continue to build His Kingdom here at Muncy Baptist, as we seek to love Him, serve Him, 
and give Him all the glory! 

 
 
 

According to Megan Hills of gocity.com, “[t]he shamrock as an Irish symbol is said to have 
been popularized by St. Patrick. As the stories go, St. Patrick supposedly used the iconic 
shamrock to explain the Holy Trinity while preaching. With each leaf representing 
Christianity’s Holy Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, it was a symbol that showed how they 
could be three different spiritual entities and yet all part of the same whole.” 
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Let’s March into a Productive Bible Study  
with Rev. Dr. Don Edwards, Associate Pastor 

 
Let me share with you some Basic Bible Study 

Principles:  

(Part 1) 

 

Read the Bible text first – Nothing is more important 

than reading the Bible text. The Bible is not simply a set 

of theological propositions or moral instructions, 

although it does include them. Instead, it is primarily the 

record of God revealing Himself and His purposes to 

people and forming loving and faithful relationships 

with them. Seek what God is saying, for God does not 

change (1 Samuel 15:29; James 1:7), God is still speaking 

and He wants to speak to you! 

 

Read more than just the verse you are looking for – context matters, so pay attention to 

the entire passage or even book to gain better understanding. Remember, each book is a unified 

whole, and each verse is part of that whole; 

 

Look for book outlines – see the flow of the book and how the passage you are reading fits into it. 

 

Cross-references – find parallel passages, quotation of the OT in the NT, and passages related to 

the passage you are reading. 

 

Indexes and concordance – easily find more information on themes and passages. 

 

Read carefully – give yourself adequate time to read, understand, and ponder the words in the 

Bible text and the study materials – the notes, articles, and visual aids that appear alongside the 

commentary you are looking at. 

 

Read the background materials – the many helps in a good study Bible help explain what the 

Bible meant to its first readers and what it therefore means to us who read it today. 

 

Use the study notes, word studies, and visual aids – study notes focus on meanings, not 

just facts. Look for meanings of words, phrases, paragraphs, etc. 
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Muncy Baptist Church Men’s Group 
with Sandy Bernan 

 
We originally published this article from Sandy back in July 2020, when we had resumed in-
person studies after a hiatus due to COVID. After our winter hiatus this year, I pray that this 
will serve as a reminder of the importance of our men’s group, and an encouragement for you 
to begin joining us, or return after the few months we’ve taken off. Men’s Group meets every 
Wednesday from 8:00 a.m. to 9:00 a.m. beginning on March 1. - Pastor Rob 
 
Psalm 133:1 says, “Behold, how good 
and pleasant it is when brothers dwell 
in unity.” 
 
Three years ago, I wrote in our 
newsletter about when I joined Muncy 
Baptist Church’s (MBC) Men’s Group. 
My purpose was to encourage more 
men to consider joining us. I want to 
say “out loud” how much I am missing 
MBC Men’s Group right now!   
 
I recently started to read a book by 
Dietrich Bonhoeffer entitled “Life 
Together.” In it, Bonhoeffer teaches 
about the necessity of unity in the 
Christian community of believers. He 
talks about how praise, worship, songs, study, fellowship, conversation, sharing, intervention, and 
prayer…together…strengthens each and all of us; both for our lives in general and in our 
relationship with our Creator God. I have found this to be so true, and I suspect that is one of the 
reasons I’m missing my men’s group and church so much. 
 
When I started attending men’s group (2009?), it was with Warren Fisher, Tom Henninger, and 
Pastor Scott. Then, Dick Dietz started coming. Now, 12 of us meet at church Wednesday mornings. 
Over the years, I have attended men’s groups in both Pennsylvania and Florida. Some are “church” 
groups and some are Bible Study Fellowship (BSF) groups. There are two things that vividly stand 
out to me regarding these men’s groups in addition to the outstanding studies and discussions: 
 
 
 

…continued on page 5 
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1. I’ve invited and encouraged several men over the years to come just once or twice to try it 
out. Several have, some continued and some are not yet ready. No problem. Years ago, 
three of us invited someone who was reluctant, but gave it a chance. Today, when we meet 
as a group, this guy comes, shares, discusses, reads, questions, laughs, and loves. He fully 
knows we are truly “brothers in Christ.” 
 

2. The second is how I see our group come together each week with the determination to 
learn the “truth” about God. Not every gathering is a “scripture study;” we often run down 
a rabbit hole when a “personal” issue needs discussion. While that’s not always easy to do, 
it is what this men’s group is all about: God, His Will, our journey on the road called 
“sanctification” through the work of Jesus, and us serving Him. 

With that in mind, I, again, want to encourage more men to genuinely and deeply consider 
surrendering to the calling of the gospel…to join our men’s group. Invite friends from other 
churches to attend, too, as we already have men from outside our church who regularly come to 
learn, laugh, and love as “brothers in Christ.” Truly, we have become a Bonhoeffer “community”  
of Christian men. 
 
 

Saturday, March 4: Stockpile Sweethearts (owned 
by Christa and Nate Johnson-Kitchen) are hosting 
RDN Family Grocery Auction Sale at Hughesville Fire 
Dept (30 S. Railroad St. Hughesville, PA 17737). The 
doors open at 10:00 a.m., with the auction starting at 
noon and ending around 9:00 p.m. 
 
Christa states, “If you have never been to this Grocery 
Sale, or even if you have, please mark your Calendars 
and do not miss this event! There will be drawings, 
giveaways, and blow-out prices of dry goods and frozen 
food. This auction is so much fun and the best part is 
when we do the Table Deals at 8:00 p.m., Nate and 
Roger make this so much fun. Do not miss this!” 
 
Nate and Christa support our church and local food 
banks, and several members of our church have 
attended auctions in the past and will be attending this auction, as well. If you are interested in 
attending, we have the opportunity to reserve seats, so please let Ken Gottschall know as soon as 
possible.  
 
Sunday, March 5: Second Family Style fellowship time after church. We had a great time in 
February, and look forward to sharing in a time of fellowship as everyone has the opportunity to 
bring an appetizer, snack, or dessert to share.  
 
Monday, March 6: The ladies will hold their annual Soup Supper and Silent Auction to benefit 
our Missions Fund. If you are planning to attend, please sign-up on the sheet at the back of the 
sanctuary, and don’t forget to bring your items to be auctioned off.  
 
 



March 2023 
 

6 | P a g e   w w w . m u n c y b a p t i s t c h u r c h . o r g  
 

 
 

 

 

 

Nathan & Kyung Fisher 03/05 
Dale & Midge Reese 03/21 

Gary Smith 03/03 
Jayson Parent 03/03 

Cole Rice 03/05 
Dale Reese 03/05 

Ben Fish 03/06 
Carter Rogers 03/06 

Hazel Sheets 03/08 
Carrie Breneisen 03/10 

Bradley Foresman 03/11 
Tyler Reese 03/11 

Jocelynn McCarty 03/11 
Serena Johnson 03/16 

Barbara Patterson 03/16 
Jacob Taylor 03/19 

Kristina Rogers 03/21 
Sarah Whitmoyer  03/21 

Tunde Oyewo 03/23 
Connie Rupert 03/23 

Kelly Truckenmiller 03/23 
Felicia Sheets 03/30 

Tiffany Swallow 03/30 
Cohen Rice 03/31 

Tammy Moyer 03/31 

 
Don’t see your anniversary or birthday? 

Please let us know, so we can celebrate with you! 


